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Overview
Preparing for college is a major task.  Many times we go in search of but, without guidance or knowledge we sometimes begin the road too late or we don’t know which direction to go.  I have prepared an overview on college preparation.  The most crucial period for this preparation is from the 9th to 12th grade.  It is during this period that a student’s overall GPA is created.  The GPA determines the student class rank.  Also while in this phase of the student’s life that they may start building up their volunteer hours.  These hours are used to determine the student’s community service involvement.  These and other factors determine the student’s college readiness and they will be able to obtain entrance or scholarships to attend a University or College of their choice. 

With this in mind, I decided to create a college preparation packet for parents and students to use as a guide to assist them in preparing for college and obtaining various college opportunities.  This information was gathered over the years from me preparing my oldest son and daughter for college.   I used various sources and individuals to gain this information.  It didn’t happen overnight, but through my determination to know, it was received openly.  I have also created a College Preparation Blog that contains the infrastructure for preparing for college.  It is located at:  http://www.ctherd.blogspot.com.

 I feel very blessed in that many individuals have assisted me on this road and I have followed many paths to get here.  I also developed this packet because I wanted to make the path for obtaining knowledge on how to prepare for college easy for any child or parent seeking answers.  I also wanted to make sure that this information is shared with anyone who wants to use it and help students anywhere get the information needed to prepare properly.

I ask that you share this information with others as I share with you.  We must realize that we grow when all of us grow.  So let us remember that in order for us to make it, it will take a village.  I do know and believe that knowledge is power and that we must continue to be our brother keepers and spread the word as far as we can.

Now I am ready to take you on the guide to college preparation success.  Please note this guide is not used to say that you will get the college or scholarship(s) of your choice, but rather a way to help you be successful in your endeavor.  Always remember to trust God completely and then go for your dreams or destiny.  You can achieve whatever you want if you believe and have faith in yourself that God will see you through. Let’s get started!
Sincerely,

Callie Herd

Callie Herd

Portfolio

High school students seeking a college or university to attend need to create a Portfolio of their work and accomplishments.  The Portfolio allows the representatives an opportunity to see if they want to pursue the student’s enrollment in their college/university.  In order to have a well-represented Portfolio, the student must be creative so that it will stand out and help assist him or her in getting selected to the college of his or her choice.  
The Portfolio can be one that you get professionally made at some where such as Kinko’s or you can create the Portfolio from scratch using a binder for holding the information. The original Portfolio should always be used for interviewing purposes.  After the interview is finished, you should provide the representative with a copy of your resume.

Business Cards

It is good to have business cards to hand out when going on an interview, college fairs, visits, etc.  The Business card should display the following information:

Name, address, phone #, email id and if possible a theme that represent you (be unique in creating your cards but not flashy.  Email should not be flashy or wild, but rather be formal in display.  
· Blank cards can be purchased at Wal-Mart for about $6.00 for 250 cards.  
· You can normally order free cards via the Internet with Visa Print.  You will only have to pay for the shipping of the cards.  The URL is:  http://www.vistaprint.com .  The package contains the following selections:
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Shipping and Handling Costs:

Slow 


$5.25 
21 Days

Standard 

$8.95 
14 Days

Priority 

$12.95 
7 Days

Rush 


$24.99 
3 Business Days

A business card holder is a good place for your business cards. (Not necessary, but good to have.)
Resume

Create a Resume to be placed in your Portfolio.  The Resume should contain the following information:

Objective (Optional.)
Education

Extracurricular activities

Community Service/Volunteer Experience

Languages

Award/Honors
Resume Pointers:
· Highlighting your items rather than creating a paragraph is preferred on a given topic.

· Make various copies of your resume to be given out when needed. It should be typed and neat.

· Letters of recommendations (at least two; you can use the same letters you use for the application process.)  Always use someone who can write strong and correct letters.  This can have an impact on your selection process.

· Certificates of Recognition, or achievement, etc.  Only place a few in your Portfolio.  Don’t have too many, because this can take away from your presentation.  


The website to get info regarding colleges, scholarships, competitions, etc is located at:
http://www.fastweb.com

Create a profile. You will need an email id to register. Yahoo is an option for a free email id, if a person doesn’t have his or her own internet provider.  You need to make your college major/minor broad so that he can get many potential scholarships/competitions.


When you create your logon, go to the college website of interest and request a college application, scholarships information, or any other information that you are needed is forwarded to you. On line request takes 5 to 7 business days.  Have your name added to the colleges/universities mailing list as a potential candidate.


Also need to create a logon for the College Board website:

http://www.collegeboard.com/
Within the College Board website, it provides information on scholarships, registering and preparing for the SAT, writing essays for acceptance and/or scholarship applications, etc. You should register for your CSS/Profile. The CSS/Profile is the financial aid application service of the College Board -- a national, 100-year-old, not-for-profit membership association. Many of the member colleges, universities, graduate and professional schools, and scholarship programs use the information collected on PROFILE to help them award nonfederal student aid funds. This also helps to have process in case your child decides after the deadline to go to a school that requires the profile. 

Info on frequent ask questions regarding the CSS/Profile:

http://www.collegeboard.com/profile/pdfs/0405_online_reg_guide.pdf
The URL to registering for the CSS/Profile is:

https://apps.collegeboard.com/account/login2.jsp?applicationId=7&destinationpage=https%3A%2F%2Fprofileonline.collegeboard.com%2FDualYearServlet%2FDualYearServlet.srv%3FOperation%3D2004
A logon to the College Board must be created in order to your application for the CSS/Profile. Remember some College requires the Profile in order to process your application for Financial Aid and Scholarships.  Normally the deadline for the CSS/Profile is usually done with the college/university deadline for scholarships and applications. This process allows you to be prepared in case a final decision has not been made of the school being attended. 
Tips on preparing for college process via the College Board website:
http://www.collegeboard.com/apply

The National Portfolio Day (primarily for students pursuing Art School) website is:
http://www.petersons.com/vpa/npda.html

Call Memphis College of Art or the NPDA’s website for the next National Portfolio Day in Memphis. 


Fall

· Plan and write down the classes needed for the next four years in preparation for college admissions. College prep and honor classes will better help to prepare for college.

· Join clubs and activities in your area of interest.

· Meet with your school’s guidance counselor to discuss courses and extracurricular activities.

· Start building relationships with teachers, counselors and activity supervisors. This will help you obtain recommendations for college later.

· Select a volunteer organization you'd like to get involved with.

· Become familiar with the standardized tests you need to take.
Spring

· Begin to discuss college costs parents/guardians.

· Meet with your school's guidance counselor to discuss plans for summer and next fall.

· Apply for summer jobs, internships and volunteer opportunities.

Top of Form 1

Bottom of Form 2


Fall

· Begin to look for leadership roles in clubs and activities.

· Start thinking about college choice. Sign up for FastWeb’s College Search to find the right school for you.

· Register with http://www.fastweb.com  to find scholarship money.

· Make an appointment to talk with your guidance counselor.

· Strengthen relationships with teachers, counselors and activity advisors. This will help you obtain recommendations for college later.

· Become familiar with the standardized tests you need to take.

· Attend college fairs and speak to on-campus college representatives.

· Research summer programs for college prep.

Spring

· Begin to discuss college costs with parents/guardians.

· Meet with your school's guidance counselor to discuss plans for summer and next fall.


Fall

· Take the most challenging academic schedule you can. It shows admissions officers that you're ready for a competitive college environment.

· Research prospective colleges. Sign up for FastWeb’s College Search to find the right school for you.

· Attend college fairs and speak to on-campus college representatives.

· Register, prepare for and take the PSAT/NMSQT.

· Begin studying for the SAT or ACT.

· Register with http://www.fastweb.com  to find scholarship money.

· Take leadership roles in clubs, activities and volunteer organizations.

· Begin to consider which teachers, advisors or employers you might use for college recommendations.

· Explore financial aid options with your parents/guardians.

February-March

· Apply for scholarships.

· Visit prospective colleges during spring break.

· SAT is offered in March.  Get all 2006-2007 test dates.

· Continue discussing college costs and options with your parents/guardians.

· Put together your resume including academic record, extracurricular activities, honors and volunteer work.

April-May

· Check academic requirements for your prospective schools. 
· ACT is offered in April. Get all the current test dates.

· SAT is offered in May. Get all the current test dates.

June-August

· Visit prospective colleges. Be sure to talk with current students about the school.

· Athletes should register with the NCAA Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse at the end of the academic year.

· Request applications and brochures from your top colleges.

· Get started on college application essays writing sample drafts.

· Take some time out to prepare for your standardized tests.
June – August (after Junior Year)
· Tour the colleges you are interested in attending.  In person is the best visual. 
· "Black Excel African American Students College Guide" by Isaac Black is an excellent guide for parents to use for preparing your child for college, please take the time to purchase (It should be available at a good rate at amazon.com or at a local bookstore.)  This book is recommended as being your one-stop resource for choosing the right college, getting in and paying the bill.   http://www.blackexcel.org/.  

· In addition, if you would like to perform a college search to get information on a particular college or university, you can go to the following URL: http://click.collegeboard.com:80/8315050.18487.10831166.420
· US News Best College: http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/cohome.htm
September

· Request applications and brochures from the schools in which you are interested. For college options, sign up for FastWeb's College Search.   The website is http://www.fastweb.com . Even if you plan to attend somewhere else get applications from your local school. 
· Schedule college interviews with prospective schools. (This can be via college ramble/tours, going to visit, checking to see if they will be coming to Memphis or locally.)  You can check with the City/County School System on scheduled recruitment for college, college ramble, etc.

· Set up a budget for college application costs – they can add up. Don’t forget to get enough waivers for all the college that accept them from your guidance. See the waiver section of this document for types of waivers.  A copy of a Sample Waiver Form in the Waiver section of this document is available for you to use. It must me done on school letterhead and signed by the Guidance counselor. Verify with the College/University that they accept the waivers and what is the criteria to get one.  Normally if you are receiving free or reduce lunch (depending on income) you can get a waiver from the colleges/universities if they take the waiver or not.  Your counselor can also refer to the ACT handbook on the criteria for waivers or the counselor can contact his/her ACT regional representative.

· Create files for your target schools. Organize your applications, make a list of application requirements (essays, transcripts, etc) and deadlines for each.   If you can use the same essay, reference, etc do so.  Start doing rough drafts of your essays so you can finalize them in the near future.  Also, start filling out your applications.  Also add the 800 number for each potential college so that you can use as a check list to verify they have received your information and/or what is outstanding. Review the College Board website: http://www.collegeboard.com/apply for tips on applying for college process.  

· Transcript from the Guidance Counselor – Transcripts will be needed when your applications are ready for mailing, send transcript to colleges you have applied for. Official transcripts should be mailed from the school and not from you.

· Request letters of recommendation from teachers, advisors and employers. Give the Guidance Counselor advance notice of the letters of recommendations that will be needed. Make sure that the letters are grammatically correct along with positive comments about you.  Letter should be ready at least two weeks prior to mail out deadline ed to mail off to the colleges/universities, scholarship committees, etc.

· Application essays. When preparing application essays, they should give the reader a real sense of why you should be chosen. Make it interesting, unique and different.

· Create business cards. Have a set to give out to potential colleges with information such as name, address, telephone #, and a theme that represent you.  Then you can also create one with your name, email address and a theme.

· ACT application. Find and apply for as many scholarships as you can. Include college choices on your ACT application. Register for the next ACT test, if you have not done so already.

  October
· College expense – Discussion to determine how much can be afforded, explore realistic options.  

· Transcript request should be in progress or completed around this time period.  

· SAT is offered in October. ACT is offered in October. Get all the current test dates. I have attached a copy of this year’s ACT/SAT and information regarding various fee waivers.  

ACT URL/website is: 



http://www.act.org/aap/testprep/index.html
SAT URL/website info is: 


http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees.html                                

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/lc_two/practice_questions.html
· Financial Aid – URL/website for financial aid information: http://www.finaid.org/
· Scholarships – start applying for scholarships from private organizations. Check your FastWeb search results for new scholarships. (This is mentioned for September to begin doing, but try to have them completed by fall semester).  Do not choose early decision option unless you are certain this is the school you plan to attend regardless of cost. Early decision deadlines are normally in November. Regular decision deadlines are normally in January and some are by the beginning of February. Check with each school application/scholarship registration deadline. 
November

· If you're applying Early Action or Early Decision, get your application in this month. 

· Keep copies of all applications and forms sent to the colleges.                        
· Request test scores sent to colleges. 

· Review check list to be sure that all required application/scholarship content has been completed and mailed. 
December

· Work on college applications! Many applications are due this month or in early January.   Target your completion date by October 31, no later than November 15.  If not, try to get everything into the colleges/universities before Christmas break.  This would allow you to have time to verify that everything has been send or registered with the school(s).

· SAT is offered in December.  ACT is offered in December. Check with your Guidance Counselor for the current test and test preparation classes. (See ACT/SAT information in attachment). 

· Start gathering materials and financial records for the FAFSA, available on/after January 1. 

January

· File or apply for Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible after January 1. Check with your prospective colleges about additional financial aid application forms and requirements. 

· Send mid-year reports to colleges, if necessary. 

· Verify that colleges have received your applications. 

· Send thank-you notes to your recommendation sources. 

February

Review the SAR (Student Aid Report) to make sure the information is correct. You should receive it four to six weeks after you submit your FAFSA. 

March-April

· Check the mail for admissions letters and financial aid awards. 

· Compare your admissions offers. Ask your guidance counselor to help you weigh your options. 

· Contact financial aid office if you have any special financial aid circumstances. 

· If waitlisted, notify the admissions office if you're still interested. 

· Plan your summer internship, job or program. 

· Time for a decision! Most schools ask that you choose your school by May 1. 
May
· Notify (in writing) the schools you have decided not to attend. 

· You should have received the necessary forms for housing, health insurance, financial aid, and other school related documents. 

· Pursue additional student loan options. 

· Notify colleges of any private scholarship awards. 

June-August

· Have your final transcripts sent to your new school. 

· Research banking options near your college. 

· Double-check any final deadlines for housing, financial aid, etc. 

· Set up a projected first-year college budget.

Many times Single Parents get left out of the loop when they are filling out the financial portion of the college application, CSS Profile, or FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) for registering their child for college.  I would like to provide the following tips:

Tip 1:  FAFSA Report or CSS Profile 

If you do not agree with your FAFSA report or CSS Profile, you can appeal or file a financial hardship with the individual college/university. In many cases, forms such as the FAFSA or CSS Profile do not provide an accurate picture or account of a family's financial situation. A financial hardship letter can be submitted to the school explaining/providing additional information of your financial status. This will place your financial aid application in review by the school for further consideration and adjustment of the previous financial award packet.  For instance, if the FAFSA SAR report states you can pay an EFC (Eligible Family Contribution) of $10,000 per year, but you know that your current financial situation won't allow you to pay that type of money per year.  You can write a letter of financial hardship showing the reason why you can't pay the money. Also, it should show what impact it would have on your current income and obligations. Note this is done on a case by case basis and it is up to the college or university if they want to adjust your award letter. This is normally approved via the Director of Financial Aid or Financial Aid committee. 

This process does work. For example, one of the colleges that my daughter was accepted, I did a financial hardship letter asking that they readjust her award letter because of my current financial situation. They approved the adjustment of the award letter.  The school provided her an extra $24,000 over a 4 year period and gave her an award packet valued at almost $120,000 for a 4 year period. 

Tip 2: Non-custodial Parent Waivers 

If you are a single parent and do not want to consider the income of the Non-custodial Parent when they evaluate your family contribution, you can ask for a Non-custodial Parent waiver from the college or university. If approved, the college or university will not consider the income of the Non-custodial Parent, but rather the Custodial Parent only. You must contact each school on the process for applying for the waiver. If you plan to ask for a Non-Custodial Parent Waiver from a school, you do not have to include that non-custodial parent information on your FASFA, CSS Profile or college application information. 

Tip 3: Denial Letters
 If you have been denied acceptance because of your GPA/test results and not because they had an overflow of students to apply, you might be able to still submit a letter asking them to consider you or your child for enrollment at that school. It ma require you to talk with the Director of Admissions or the President in smaller colleges to prove why your child should be considered to attend the school. Some schools have allowance for special circumstances.  A good point to highlight is to show continual improvements over a one-two year period in high school.  Showing that the child has sufficient focus and can maintain the requirements to keep the grades required to attend and graduate.

Tip 4: Visiting the College/University

 I advise anyone who has a college or university that they are seriously considering to make an appointment to visit the college or university prior to making your selection or trying to sell the case of why you or your child should be admitted or provided additional financial assistance. One college director from a prestige college told me that it makes a difference when the parent comes in person to make a case for financial assistance.  Overall, you should seek and believe in the impossible and to not give up until the "fat lady sings". 


TEST DATES AND DEADLINES (Sample)
(Visit website:  www.act.org  for ACT and www.collegeboard.com for SAT to verify actual date)

	ACT TEST DATES and DEADLINES

http://www.act.org 



	TEST DATES
	REGISTRATION DEADLINE
	LATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE
	FEES

	September 15, 2007*
	August 16, 2007
	August 17–24, 2007
	Basic Fee: $ 30.00 Late Fee: Add  $19.00

Walk In or Stand-by  (day of test): Add $39.00 .

Optional Writing Test $ 14.50

See the Registration booklet, for additional fees.

	October 27, 2007
	October 1, 2007
	October 2–October 5, 2007
	

	December 8, 2007
	November 5, 2007
	November 6-November 16, 2007
	

	February 9, 2008**
	January 4, 2008
	January 5-January 18, 2008
	Online Registration: www.act.org  registration info:  319- 337-1270

	April 12, 2008
	March 7, 2008
	March 8-21, 2008
	

	June 14, 2008
	May 9, 2008
	May 10-23, 2008
	


TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)

* The September 15, 2007, test date is available only in Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Washington, and West Virginia..
** Due to the special requirements of legislation in effect in New York, a February 2008 test is not scheduled in that state.

	SAT & PSAT TEST DATES AND DEADLINES

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees.html 



	TEST DATES
	TEST(S)
	REGISTRATION DEADLINE
	LATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE

	October 6, 2007
	SAT & Subject Tests
	Sep. 10, 2007
	Sep. 14, 2007

	October , 2006
	PSAT
	October, 2006 (for Juniors)
	October, 2006 (for Juniors)

	November 3, 2007
	SAT & Subject Tests includes Language Tests with Listening
	Oct 2, 2007
	Oct. 11, 2007

	December 1, 2007
	SAT & Subject Tests
	Oct 30, 2007
	November 8, 2007

	January 26, 2008
	SAT & Subject Tests
	December 26, 2007
	January 9, 2008

	March 1, 2008
	SAT I only
	January 29, 2008
	Feb. 7, 2008

	May 3, 2008
	SAT & Subject Tests
	April 1, 2008
	Apr. 10, 2008

	June 7, 2008
	SAT & Subject Tests
	May 6, 2008
	May 15, 2008

	FEE:   SAT:   $41.50

SAT II: Basic Fee $18.00: 


Add $19.00 for Language Test w/Listening; 


Add $8.00 for all other Subject Tests.

SAT I/II Late fee: add $21.50
Stand-by or Walk-in fee: add $36.50

** On March 10, 2007, only the SAT is offered, and only in the U.S., U.S. Territories, and Puerto Rico.

**   January 22, 2007  (need to verify the date)


--  SAT II includes Language with Listening and ELPT (English Language Proficiency Test)


-- offered in designated test centers.

*** January, 2007 (need to verify the date)


--  SAT II includes ELPT English Language Proficiency Test)


-- offered in designated test centers.



◄◄◄ SAT FEE WAIVERS (for SAT I and SAT II) 
Fee waivers are only for eligible students applying to colleges that require SAT I or SAT II scores.  

Eligible seniors or juniors may receive a total of four fee waivers (two for SAT I and two for SAT II) to cover both your junior and senior years.  Students 7th through 10th grades are not eligible for fee waivers.  

Eligibility Guidelines for SAT Fee Waiver

· Fee waivers may be granted to eligible American citizens residing outside the US and to nationals of countries other than the United States only if they test in the U.S., Puerto Rico, or U.S. territories.

· Fee waivers cover the cost of regular registration.  A late registration fee must accompany the fee-waiver card if they are submitted after the regular registration deadline.

· Fee waivers may be used for online registration.  Follow the instructions on the waiver form.

· Fee waivers may be used only for the test fees (additional fees are not covered).

TO GET A WAIVER, go to your guidance or call the SAT.  

◄◄◄ ACT FEE WAIVERS

Eligibility Guidelines for ACT Fee Waiver
Current high school junior or senior must meet at least one of the following indicators of economic need: 

· Family receives public assistance.  

· Student is a ward of the state.  

· Student resides in foster home.  

· Student participates in free or reduced-price lunch program at school.  

· Student participates in a federally funded TRIO Program such as Upward Bound. 

You may register only once with an ACT fee waiver either in your junior or senior year.  Important note: The waiver is considered used once you register, even if you do not test.  

You must register by paper to use the fee waiver. Get a waiver, pick up an ACT FEE WAIVER CERTIFICATION FORM from your guidance counselor or from ACT.

Funds are limited; therefore, use this service early in the school year.  Once the funds are exhausted, waiver will be denied.

◄◄◄ PSAT FEE WAIVERS 

The College Board offers a fee-waiver service to assist students for whom the payment of fees for the PSAT presents a serious barrier to college entrance.  Follow the SAT Eligibility guidelines (above). Check with guidance or call the PSAT for waiver provisions.  This waiver only applies to 11th graders taking the PSAT.  
◄◄◄ TOEFL FEE REDUCTION SERVICE
The TOEFL program Fee Reduction Service is designed for high school students in the United States with financial need who are applying to colleges and universities where TOEFL scores are recommended or required.  The cost of the computer-based TOEFL test is $130. The cost of the fee reduction voucher is $65, which will reduce the cost of the TOEFL test by $65 for eligible students. This $65 voucher fee must be paid at the time the fee reduction voucher is requested. The guidelines below will help counselor determine which students are eligible.

TOEFL Fee Reduction Eligibility Guidelines

· College-bound non-native speakers of English

· Attend high school in the United States.

· Applying to colleges and universities that require or recommend TOEFL scores

· Foreign exchange students are not eligible for fee reduction vouchers

· Eligible students can receive only one reduction fee vouch for use in their senior year

· Students in eleventh grade are not eligible for fee reduction vouchers

· Student is a member of a family receiving public assistance

· Student is a resident in a federally subsidized public housing project

· Student is an enrollee in a program for the economically disadvantaged such as Upward Bound.

· Demonstrated financial need determined by membership in a family whose annual income falls within the following guidelines:
Important Information for Counselors and Students

· The $65 reduced test fee entitles the student to take the computer-based TOEFL test and have the test scores sent to up to four institutions designated by the student at the test center on the day of the test. 

· Reproduced, faxed, or altered fee reduction vouchers will not be accepted under any circumstances. Only original vouchers for the 2006-2007 testing year will be accepted. 

· Fee reduction vouchers are not transferable to other students. 

· Fee reduction vouchers expire on June 30, 2006, and all appointments for testing must be scheduled prior to that date. There are no refunds for unused fee reduction vouchers. There are no refunds provided to examinees that are not admitted to the test for any reason (including unacceptable identification). 

· Requests for fee reduction vouchers are available through the year while vouchers remain available. 

· Bulk registration is available to all high schools. Call the nearest test center for information.
◄◄◄ COLLEGE APPLICATION FEE WAIVERS
Fee Waivers Provided by College Board

Students who plan to enter college by fall of their graduating year who have used SAT fee waivers are eligible to receive a total of four College Application Fee Waivers.  Students who have used the ACT fee waiver are also eligible to receive a total of four College Application Fee Waivers.  THAT MAKES 8 COLLEGE APPLICATION FEE WAIVERS for testing using both SAT and ACT fee waivers.

Fee Waivers Provided by Colleges and Universities

Some colleges provide fee waivers – call them, or check in the College/Career Center for vouchers, or ask your counselor to write a letter to your intended colleges explaining your financial circumstances and include the letter with your application.

REQUEST FOR AN APPLICATION FEE WAIVER

(SAMPLE: This is actually done on school letterhead. Schools should have their own form.)

To be completed by a parent or guardian:

Name of applicant:  ____________________ Social Security Number ______________________

Home Telephone:  _________________________  

Current E-mail Address:  _________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________

              _______________________________________________________________________

              _______________________________________________________________________

Type of Financial Hardship:

______ Free or Reduced-Price Lunch program at school      

______ Family receives public assistance.

______ Student is ward of state.

______ Student resides in a foster home

______ Financial Hardship (explain in comments section, use back of form if more space needed)
Comments:     ________________________________________________________________

                                    ________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________
                                    ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Completed by: ________________________ Relationship: ___________ Date: ____________

Guidance Counselor Signature: _____________________________​ Date:  ________________

◄◄◄ SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES
Collegeview: 



http://www.collegeview.com/college/niche/hbcu/scholarships.html
UNCF: 




http://www.uncf.org/scholarship/index.asp 

AKA Scholarship:


http://www.akaeaf.org/scholarships.htm 

Horatio Alger Scholarship:

https://www.horatioalger.com/scholarships/index.cfm 

General Motors Minority Dealers Association: 
http://www.gmmda.org/main.cfm?location=15 

African American Scholarships: 
http://www.littleafrica.com/resources/scholarships.htm 
White Station High School Scholarship Website:

http://www.memphis-schools.k12.tn.us/schools/whitestation.hs/public_html/scholarship.htm
Houston High School Scholarship Internship Website:

http://www.scs.k12.tn.us/SCS/high/Houston/collegescholarship.htm
Houston High School Summer Internship Website:

http://www.scs.k12.tn.us/SCS/high/Houston/summer.htm
Houston High School College Resource Website:

http://www.scs.k12.tn.us/SCS/high/Houston/collegeresources.htm
Bill Gates Minority Scholarship: http://www.gmsp.org/main.cfm 
Criteria for the Bill Gates Scholarship: Eligibility: Students are eligible to be considered or a GMS scholarship if they are:  African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific Islander American or Hispanic American; A citizen/legal permanent resident or national of the United States; Have attained a cumulative GPA of 3.3 on a 4.00 scale (unweighted) at the time of nomination; Will be entering a U.S. accredited college or university as full-time, degree seeking freshmen in the fall of 2006; Have demonstrated leadership abilities through participation in community service, extracurricular or other activities, and Meet the Federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria. 

Call 1-877-690-GMSP (4677) for deadline information. 

If application is not ready, you can register for the sign-up reminder and you will be given an email notice when the application is on-line.  The URL is: http://www.gmsp.org/nominationmaterials/index.cfm
Mach 25 database:

The attached hyperlinks provide you with information on how over 600,000 awards totaling over 1.6 billion dollars. You base your search on keyword search. http://mach25.collegenet.com/cgi-bin/M25/index For example, I click the keyword button and then typed in minority scholarship and got the following results in the hyperlink listed below: 

http://mach25.collegenet.com/cgi-bin/M25/WordSearch?SearchStr=minority+scholarships 
Siemens Westinghouse Register for the Siemens Westinghouse Math, Science & Technology Competition Students may now register for the Siemens Westinghouse Competition in Math, Science & Technology, which recognizes remarkable talent early on, fostering individual growth for high school students who are willing to challenge themselves through science research.  The competition, which is administered by The College Board and funded by the Siemens Foundation, awards college scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $100,000.  Students may enter as individuals or as a member of a team. Students who are not able to complete the application process online may call 1-800-626-9785, X-5930, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST.  http://www.siemens-foundation.org/ 

Please register online to Black Students website at:  http://www.blackstudents.com  This website offer various scholarships, internships, grants, etc for Blacks and minority students.

The Tennessee Women’s Scholarship Directory, which was published by the Women’s Social Policy and Research Center at Vanderbilt University. All of the chapters are available for download from the links below as .pdf documents. (You will need Adobe Acrobat to view the Tennessee Women's Scholarship Directory files. http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/wsparc/scholarships 
African American Scholarships: 
http://www.littleafrica.com/resources/scholarships.htm 
Black Excel 200 Minority Scholarships:

http://www.blackexcel.org/200-Scholarships.html 

Tylenol 

http://scholarship.tylenol.com/
Target – All Year Around Scholarship 
http://target.com/target_group/community_giving/scholarship_rules.jhtml Target awards over six hundred All-Around Scholarships each year — including one $25,000 scholarship — to high school seniors and college students age 24 and younger. Scholarships recognize volunteer work as well as academic achievement, encouraging students to show us true enlightenment goes beyond what can be learned from textbooks. 
Outstanding Students of America:

http://www.outstandingstudentsofamerica.com/ 

College Data website:  (Please don’t enter Social Security # or address, only enter required info)
https://www.collegedata.com/ 

Black Student website:

Register with http://www.blackstudent.com 

Millington College and Career Link Information:

http://www.scs.k12.tn.us/SCS/high/Millington/collegelinks.htm
Lottery Scholarship opportunities: 

Hope Scholarships

· $3000 annual award (actual award may be higher)

· Graduate from high school in the Class of 2006 and

· Tennessee resident and

· Graduate from high school with a 3.0 unweighted overall and college core GPA out of a possible 4.0 or

· Score at least a 21 ACT (980 SAT) completing required college core courses.

· Notes: 
1) To retain the Tennessee Hope Scholarship, you must maintain at least a 2.75 cumulative GPA for your first year and a 3.00 cumulative GPA after your second, third, fourth, and fifth years. You must also complete 24 credit hours each year.
2) You cannot regain the scholarship once it is lost due to low GPA or completed hours.
3) To apply, you must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which will be available from your high school guidance counselors or online at www.fafsa.ed.gov in January for high school seniors. The priority date for FAFSA completion will be May 1.

General Assembly Merit Scholarship

· $1000 additional award stacked with HOPE Scholarship for a total of $4000

· 3.75 unweighted and college core GPA

· And Score at least a 29 ACT (1280 SAT) completing required college core courses.

· May not be combined with the Need-Based Supplemental Award.

Need-Based Supplemental Award

· $1000 additional award stacked with HOPE Scholarship for a total of $4000

· Requires a parent(s) adjusted gross income of $36,000 or less.

· May not be combined with the General Assembly Merit Scholarship.

Tennessee Hope Access Grant

· One time $2000 award

· Available to entering freshmen students who do not meet the eligibility requirements for the Tennessee HOPE Scholarship.

· 2.75 unweighted overall and college core GPA and

· Score at least a 18 ACT (860 SAT) and

· Have a parent(s) AGI of $36,000 or less
· The Tennessee Hope Access Grant is non-renewable. Students receiving this grant may qualify for the Tennessee Hope Scholarship in their second year.

Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund (TMSF)

Scholarships may be awarded to any classification of students and are not just limited to incoming Freshman. Not all awards are four years as students may apply at any time, and some scholarships are one-time awards. All scholarships are renewable but not guaranteed.  TMSF Scholarship Awards are up to $2200 per semester and are based on demonstrated financial need. Award amounts are based on the costs of and are restricted to payment of tuition, room, board, books and fees. All awards are sent directly to the school.

How to Apply:

1. All applicants must be enrolled or accepted (and plan to enroll) at one of the 45 TMSF member schools. 

2. Applicants should obtain an application from the TMSF Scholarship Coordinator on their campus 

3. Applications should be submitted along with the required attachments to the Scholarship Coordinator on the campus 

4. Each of the member schools select the candidates and contacts TMSF to administer the funding 

5. Applicants should consult their schools concerning the selection process 

6. Award recipients must re-certify with the campus Scholarship Coordinator to renew the award each semester. 

Scholarship applications are available through the member schools and should be submitted to a scholarship coordinator on the campus. Any application sent to TMSF offices will be forwarded to the designated Scholarship Coordinator. The TMSF scholarship application includes the following forms and attachments:

Application Form:

· General Information Form 

· Enrollment/Certification of Academic Standing 

· Acceptance Form 

· Financial Aid Information 
Packet must include:

· High School Transcript (for incoming Freshman) 

· Undergraduate Transcript (for Graduate and Law School) 

· Resume and/or Personal Information Form 

· Recommendation Letters 

· Essay 

· Head Shot or Personal Photograph 

The National Institute of Health Undergraduate Scholarship Program The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Undergraduate Scholarship Program (UGSP) offers competitive scholarships to students from disadvantaged backgrounds who are committed to careers in biomedical, behavioral, and social science health-related research. The program offers: Scholarship support; Paid research training at the NIH during the summer; Paid employment and training at the NIH after graduation. Please click the url below to get further details on this scholarship: http://ugsp.info.nih.gov/exesumfaq.htm The applications are scheduled to be ready by September 2006. Scholarship Support the NIH UGSP will pay up to $20,000 per academic year in tuition, educational expenses, and reasonable living expenses to scholarship recipients. Scholarships are awarded for 1 year, and can be renewed up to 4 years. What if I don’t meet this definition of “disadvantaged background”? NIH offers other training programs that do not require students to be disadvantaged. For information on all of NIH’s training programs, visit http://www.training.nih.gov/student/index.asp 

The goal of NIH research is to acquire new knowledge to help prevent, detect, diagnose, and treat disease and disability, from the rarest genetic disorder to the common cold. The NIH mission is to uncover new knowledge that will lead to better health for everyone. NIH works toward that mission by: conducting research in its own laboratories; supporting the research of non-Federal scientists in universities, medical schools, hospitals, and research institutions throughout the country and abroad; helping in the training of research investigators; and fostering communication of medical and health sciences information.


◄◄◄ 
CLASSRANK a student’ cumulative weighted grade point average (GPA) is used to determine their official class ranking.  

· Unweighted Class Rank (Grade Point Average) Computing regular or unweighted rank is done by counting all subjects taken during the school day. Grade points are based on a 4.0 scale with A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, and F=0. The final grade points for the course are multiplied by the number of credits each course carries. The quality point total for all courses completed are divided by the number of credits attempted to determine the grade point average or GPA.

· Weighted Class Rank Weighted rank shall be computed based upon the quality points assigned to each course based upon level of difficulty. All level 1 and 2 courses shall be weighted. Additionally, all English, math, science, foreign language and humanities courses, regardless of level, shall be included in the weighted rankings as well as the weighted GPA.

Level 1: 
A=6, B=5, C=4, D=3, F=0

Level 2: 
A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, F=0

Level 3-5: 
A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0

◄◄◄ GPA
· Weighted GPA is computed by multiplying the attempted credits by the grade point value for each class. Next, a quality point total is obtained by adding all the grade points together. The weighted quality point total is then divided by the number of credits completed for courses included in the ranking system. All level 1 and level 2 courses are weighted. In addition, all English, math, science, foreign language and humanities classes, regardless of levels, are factored into the weighted rank and weighted GPA.

· GPA Calculating Spreadsheet The spreadsheet in the URL listed below allows you to convert your students Weighted GPA to an unweighted GPA.  This spreadsheet also allows you to see what improvements the student needs to make as it relates to his/her GPA.  

http://www.aad.berkeley.edu/gpacalc.html
· Your GPA may be lower than you think -- How and why colleges recalculate Grade Point Averages.  It deals with the criteria for college admissions. 

http://www.myfootpath.com/getanswerblog_sub.php?id=39&display=Colleges
http://www.jsu.edu/gpa/advancedGPA.html
For example, a student earns an ‘A’ in a three hour course, a ‘C’ in a four hour course, and a ‘F’ in a two hour course the overall GPA would be:

(1) Quality Points = (4 x 3) + (2 x 4) + (0 x 2) = 20

(2) GPA = 20/9 = 2.22 *

Note: GPA is not rounded and is truncated to two places past the decimal for reporting purposes

http://www.iastate.edu/%7Eregistrar/info/gpacalc.html
· A GPA Calculator is available to assist you in computing your cumulative GPA. The GPA Calculator does not provide a method for you to adjust your GPA due to designated repeats.

Your grade point average is calculated by dividing your total number of quality points earned by your total number of credits in all courses attempted. 

Calculating Your Grade Point Average: http://www.class.csupomona.edu/recruit/calc.htm
Only courses with grades of A+ through D- and F are used in calculating a Grade Point Average (GPA). P and S grades are passing grades in completed courses, but are not used in calculation of a GPA. (For a description of the grading system, see Grading System below. 

Hours attempted this semester is the sum of the hours in courses with a grade of A+ through D-, P, S, F, I, R, or NR. Only courses with a grade of W, NC, and NY are excluded for this total. 

GPA Hours this semester is the sum of hours in courses with a grade of A+ through D- or F. The credit points awarded for the course are calculated by multiplying the points per credit hour by the hours of credit for the course. The points per credit hours are awarded based on the grade earned in the course as described in the Grading System chart, below. 

Credit points this semester is the sum of the credit points for each course with a grade of A+ through D- or F.  THIS SEMESTER G.P.A. is calculated by dividing the CREDIT POINTS by the GPA HOURS. http://www.indiana.edu/~registra/Services/GPACalculator.html
A window will pop-up asking how many courses this semester will you be taking?  Enter how many classes you are taking for that semester and then enter.  The GPA Calculator will display.  Enter the data and compare your current/project grades with the cumulative grade point average.

The above GPA seems like a good one to perform but current/project GPA and overall GPA against.


Many college/universities and or scholarships applications look at the community services that a student has performed to help balance his/her well roundness in selecting them for acceptances and/or scholarships. You can volunteer at hospitals, museums, homeless projects, etc.  You can even create your own community service project.  The key point is giving back to the community and making a difference in society.  Normally these opportunities are extra in the sense that you did it because you wanted to and not because it was part of your normal work for school, church, etc.  If you are doing a lot of demanding volunteer work in school/church, this should be more than enough to balance your community service needed for your college Portfolio. Minimum age requirements for most positions are 14 years of age.  If alcohol is served, you must be 21 years or older.  Below is a list of agencies/organizations that would be good sources for volunteering.
YOUTH UNITED WAY
http://www.uwmidsouth.org/Volunteering/YouthUnitedWay/index.cfm
Youth United Way – Is a part of the United Way of the Mid South. Mr. Clint Anderson is over the Youth Program.  His email is: clint.anderson@unitedway.org.  Youth United Way accepts application for the Fall in August.  You may receive an application for the program by clicking Contact and then entering the information, in the comment section stating that you want to enroll your daughter(s) or son(s) or self in the Youth United Way program.  If you don't received an application, you may contact Clint Anderson at (901) 433-4327.

MEMPHIS TEEN VOLUNTEER – VOLUNTEER MEMPHIS

http://www.volunteermemphis.org/mtv.html
523-2425 or mtv@volunteermemphis.org. Students ages 13-17 as of June 1 of the current year may sign up for the program.  Go to http://www.volunteermemphis.org/volopps.html . In order to get a list of Volunteer Opportunities for now: http://www.1-800-volunteer.org/1800Vol/volunteer-memphis/viewCalendar.do?publicView=1. You can volunteer through their monthly calendar of volunteer opportunities to allow you to get volunteer hours.  

MEMPHIS CHILDREN MUSEUM
http://www.cmom.com/volunteer.htm
Memphis Children Museum has volunteer opportunities. You may also call 901-458-2678, ext. 230 to get information on the volunteer opportunities.  Also, if you are interested in volunteering, a teen volunteer application is available at the bottom of the page.  The application deadline has past, but you can call and see if they are allowing an extension.  

MEMPHIS ZOO

http://www.memphiszoo.org/about.aspx?pid=61 The Memphis Zoo is currently accepting applications for volunteers.  Click on the following URL then download the application from the website. If you plan on volunteering, complete the application and fax it to (901) 333-6501 or by mail to:            
Memphis Zoo Volunteer

Coordinator

2000 Prentiss Place

Memphis, TN 38112

MEMPHIS FOOD BANK

Memphis Food Bank volunteers are people who see a need in the community and do something about it. They sacrifice their time so that others may be fed. Volunteer opportunities include: Kids Cafe – By prior arrangement, volunteers 18 years and older are invited to help serve meals to needy children on Wednesdays or Thursdays at Kids Cafe sites:
· St. John’s United Methodist – 1207 Peabody Ave. – Thursdays at 4:00 p.m.

· Buckman Boys and Girls Club – 1100 Vollintine Ave. – Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m.

· Southside Boys and Girls Club – 667 Richmond Ave. – Thursdays at 4:00 p.m.
Food Repack Program – Companies, church groups, schools and other organizations are needed to sort and repack donated food items. It’s a great way to spend an afternoon.

Food Pantry – Individuals are needed to help sort food and stock the shelves of our pantry. Please click the following url to get an application for the Memphis Food Bank: http://memphisfoodbank.org/media/DOCUMENTS/Volunteer%20Application.pdf
If you need further information regarding volunteer opportunities, you can call (901) 527-0841 or E-mail   amorales@memphisfoodbank.org.

MIFA
http://www.mifa.org/volunteers.asp
MIFA always has volunteer opportunities available for individuals, groups and families. Whether you're interested in volunteering weekly or monthly, for a particular program, event or simply as administrative support, we will work with you to find a suitable position. To learn more, please visit our Volunteer Opportunities page.  To find out more information, email or call Charlie Nelson at 529-4514 or cnelson@mifa.org. Include your name, address, email id, phone number and the volunteer position(s) that interests you, if applicable.  To download an application, http://www.mifa.org/docs/volunteer.pdf

HARVARD
Harvard President Lawrence H. Summers has an initiative designed to encourage talented students from families of low and moderate income to attend Harvard College. While the new initiative has four major components, including recruitment, admissions, and a summer academic program designed to prepare talented students from financially disadvantaged backgrounds for college, the financial aid component increases aid for students from low and moderate income families. Parents in families with incomes of less than $40,000 will no longer be expected to contribute to the cost of attending Harvard for their children. In addition, Harvard will reduce the contributions expected of families with incomes between $40,000 and $60,000.

The University has earmarked $2 million in new financial aid funds to cover this expanded aid next year, bringing its total annual scholarship budget for undergraduates to just under $80 million. The new initiative, which will take effect next fall (2004) for all students entering and returning is expected to benefit more than 1000 families on an annual basis. The new financial aid initiative is the latest step in a progressive expansion of financial aid at Harvard in recent years. 

Visit http://www.news.harvard.edu/gazette/daily/0402/28-finaid.html for the full text of this announcement.

How much will it cost me to attend Harvard?

We estimate for 2004-05 that the cost for tuition, fees, room, board and personal expenses will be approximately $42,450 plus an amount for travel depending on your home state. However, more than two-thirds of Harvard undergraduates receive some form of financial aid. All Harvard-administered financial aid is given on the basis of need as determined by the Financial Aid Office, using need analysis to determine the expected parent and student contributions. All interested students are encouraged to apply for admission regardless of their family's financial situation. The Financial Aid Office will tell you what aid is available and only then will you really know what it will cost to attend Harvard. 

KNOXVILLE COLLEGE (KC)
Admission: (The Admission Office number is.)
http://kc.longtermsolutions.com/admissions.htm

Financial Aid:

 http://kc.longtermsolutions.com/financialaid.htm

Overview of Program:
Historically black college, Knoxville College in east Tennessee has reduced its tuition from $5,000 to $1,400 per student including room, board, and books. 

All you need is $500 for the enrollment deposit and $800 can be paid in four monthly installments of $200 each.  The program is funded by corporate sponsors and guarantees a college education where students graduate debt free.  Enrollment requirements include a high school diploma and a 2.0/4.0 scale.  If your student has below a 2.0, but you know they are college material, they may be considered provided they get three letters of recommendation for educators who will support their potential.  All interested students must immediately contact the admissions office at Knoxville College by dialing 865-524-6525 or 1-800-743-5669 or applying on line.

All applicants for admission are given a thorough review by the staff and/or the Admissions Committee, depending upon the applicant's high school record.  Knoxville College does reserve the right to grant or deny application to any applicant on the basis of the requirements outlined below.

Requirements for admission – A first-time freshman applicant should meet the following requirements:

· Submit an Application for Admission with a $15 (nonrefundable) fee by check or money order, made payable to Knoxville College.

· Be a high school graduate or candidate for graduation from an accredited high school or, have a certificate of proficiency such as the GED with a passing grade.

· Present an academic transcript showing a minimum of 15 units of study, which should include:

English





4 units
Mathematics, including Algebra


2-3 units

Social Studies




2 units

Science, including one laboratory science
2-3 units

Elective courses




3-5 units

(Any applicant admitted with a transcript showing graduation from high school with less than 15 units must ensure that a final transcript is sent to the Admissions Office to make the admission action valid.)

· Have a grade point average of at least C (2.0) in secondary work.

· Present ACT or SAT test scores, which may be used in awarding of academic scholarships.

Provisional Admissions: Any student who is admitted without meeting the above criteria will be admitted on a provisional basis.  Provisionally accepted students will be ineligible for participation in any extracurricular activities during their first term.

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE (Knoxville)

Shelby County Admissions Staff Memphis Office

Memphis Office Location:
910 Madison Avenue, Suite 908
Memphis, TN 38163
(901) 448-4180 office
(901) 448-1257 fax
admit2utk@utk.edu
Charlie C. Folsom, Jr., Associate Director
email id:  cfolsom@utk.edu

Freshman Applicants

There are several things you can do in order to become a Tennessee Volunteer:

1. Take appropriately demanding courses to pursue the most challenging academic program that you can handle well. National studies, as well as UT’s own research, indicate that rigorous high school preparation is the best predictor of success in college. As UT seeks to admit students who will be successful at the state’s major teaching and research university, we look for applicants who have taken advantage of the strongest academic opportunities available to them. Additional consideration may be given if you exceed minimum requirements in the core academic subjects.

2. Take the ACT or SAT in your Junior year. You may retake these tests. UT uses "super scoring" and combines test scores from different administrations for a new composite score. 

3. If there are special circumstances that have affected your academic performance, use the optional personal statement on the application to tell us about them.

4. Send a transcript with second semester grades if they strengthen your academic record. Although initial admissions decisions are based on six semesters of high school work, we also will look at seventh semester grades.  Calculation of the core GPA weighted for honors and AP courses

5. The GPA that UT uses for admissions decisions is based on unweighted grades in all high school courses that correspond to the academic core. One additional point is added to the grades for AP courses, and ½ point is added to grades in honors courses. The maximum weighted GPA is 4.0.


Question: What Should Parents Be Doing In Regard To The Application Process?

Black Excel (BE) Founder: Parents have asked me this or a variation of this question for as long as I have been formerly counseling students. Sadly, a majority of those who have inquired over the years had no idea what they should be doing or had misconceptions about their role. The unfortunate truth is that large numbers of our students, are "picking their colleges" and handling the "application process" by themselves. Parental involvement, far too often, is minimal. For example, it's not usual to meet aspiring students who are applying to colleges who are gathering college applications and filling them out without help at home. A parent might know that their child is "applying to college," encouraging it, but is not hands-on at all. Clearly, many parents assume that their child and/or a grade adviser is "taking care of it." It's an alarming pattern that I often see. That said, I am saddened to say that many parents have never looked at or critiqued the personal essays that are required with many applications. The essay is a portent force in "Getting in," particularly to a "first choice" school. I can't say this enough: Parents should be involved in the process, playing a substantial role.

Question: What Specifically Should Parents Be Doing?

BE Founder: When I begun helping students the first rule that I established for my group was that *we* would "counsel as it was "a son or daughter." Nothing less. I didn't let my child fend for herself. She was ready and capable, but the "next step" for her was as important as my prior career moves. That was my attitude. Over the years I've had the opportunity to speak to many parents of other cultures. Well, guess what? They often treat the college process in regard to their child (picking schools, readying an application, critiquing the necessary essays), as if it's "life and death." Literally. I can't phantom why a parent of color (or anyone) should be on the sidelines or asleep If this is one of our child's major life's decisions, why shouldn't we be in playing a substantial role? Specific instructions? *Help gather college materials (Catalogs and applications) Why not? *Review your child's college applications, noting requirements and deadlines. *Review your child's written comments about extracurricular activities, awards, special achievements, whatever. Can your child's approach and presentation be improved? (Why not provide blank paper or dummy copies to create drafts?) *Read and/or listen to your child’s essay in progress? Is it effective? Does it present your child to his or her best advantage? Why do all these? Or lend a helping and encouraging hand? Because the application will serve as your child's "personal profile," and it's a key step in the evaluation process from an admission's committee perspective. Step Into The Light !! Some things you should be discussing with your child: Where to apply (rankings, state, private, HBCUs), size ("Big Pond or Little Pond"), location (Urban, rural), the "social scene" (diversity issues), money matters, tours, college visits (open houses, orientations), graduation rates and retention facts, academic environment (study intensity, support systems). In a nutshell, there should be ongoing dialogue. "Do you spend more time talking to car dealers at dealerships, than you do helping your child get into college? The answer should be 'NO!' "

Question: "Shouldn't my child be responsible and mature in regard to handling his or her college business. And, if not, isn't it his or her life?"

BE Founder: Even the most capable, inspired, and talented student needs backup and mentoring. For our folks, I am sad to say, the "rules of engagement" (that is, what to do for maximum impact and to beat the odds), is not readily available or known. Misconceptions abound about college and the "admissions process." One expert says it's "a logistical challenge." He also adds, "This isn't the time to allow your child to learn from his mistakes." I agree. You all know the saying, "you can lead a horse to water..." I believe you should lead your child "to water" and, if necessary, push him or her out in a boat. You'll be surprised how many "lackadaisical" or "unfocused" chidden, will then begin to peddle. Parents should get involved.

Question: But what about students without capable parents, guardians, mentors, and/or resources?

BE Founder: Yes, there are many students who are going it alone, for whatever reason. It's a fact. Over the years I have worked with hundreds of "first generation" college bound students. Often, in their homes, there is little experience or knowledge about the process. In many single parent homes, daunting odds stare the family in the face. Making matters worse, some grade advisors have unmanageable caseloads (1 counselor for 500+ students is not usual for some urban high schools). Honestly, there are college advisors who are not that good. Many know little about HBCUs, for example. Others route smart students to "average" or "mediocre" schools, and give students who "need a second chance" virtually no counseling or support. The solution? It's important to point students and parents who need help to resources like Black Excel: The College Help Network. There's a wealth of info at the website (www.BlackExcel.org). (See my bio below). Also my college guide, has been hailed as "counseling tutorial" and "motivational force." The noted gateways are invaluable.

Question: What about future editions of this newsletter?

BE Founder: In the next edition I will talk about "Picking Colleges" and in follow-up issues I will discuss "Aid and Scholarships," the SAT, essay strategies, other pivotal topics. The overall theme of all these newsletters will be to give you info on how to present your child/student to "Best Advantage" during the admissions process. You'll; learn how to "Get the Money," "Get into your First Choice school," and more.

Isaac Black is the Founder of Black Excel: The College Help Network (http://BlackExcel.org). He is also the author of the "Black Excel African American Student's College Guide" (John Wiley & Sons), available at Amazon.com and Black Expressions Book Club (Heritage and Culture section)* and major bookstores. Isaac had been a keynote speaker for the CollegeBoard (NYC), and has lectured at college fairs, high schools, and universities like Howard (for the Urban League) and Harvard. * http://www.blackexpressions.com 

**To order book at stores use ISBN: 0471295523 
Black Excel has the TOP SCHOLARSHIP gateway for minority students on the Internet. Thousands of scholarships are presented. Go To:http://www.BlackExcel.org/link4.htm 

THE MAN WHO THINKS HE CAN

By Walter D. Wintle

If you think you are beaten, you are.

If you think you dare not, you don't.

If you'd like to win, but think you can't

It's almost a cinch you won't.

If you think you'll lose, you've lost,

For out in the world we find

Success begins with a fellow's will;

It's all in the state of mind.

If you think you're outclassed, you are.

You've got to think high to rise.

You've got to be sure of yourself before

You can ever win a prize.

Life's battles don't always go

To the stronger or faster man,

But soon or late the man who wins

Is the man who thinks he can.
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No. of Dependents      Family Income





            1                          $10,200


            2                          $16,800


            3                          $23,000


            4                          $28,500


            5                          $33,600


            6                          $39,300


           Over 6	          $39,300 plus $3,050 for each additional person in family 
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