AMHPS 26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Participants are selected based on eligibility, merit of their application, and their demonstrated interest in the biomedical sciences or health professions.

Participant requirements include:

• Underrepresented Minority (African-American, Latino/Hispanic, Asian/Native Hawaiian and other Pacific

Islander or American Indian/Alaskan Native ethnicity)

• Must be involved in an HCOP (Health Careers Opportunity Program) or other health professions pipeline program OR an approved science enrichment program*

• High school sophomores, juniors and seniors

• All College students

• Student must have a cumulative 2.5 GPA

• Demonstrated interest in biomedical sciences and health professions

*The science enrichment program must be coordinated by a high school science teach (or equivalent) and conducted in conjunction/partnership with a local school district or college/university
**Submission of an application does not guarantee acceptance to the Symposium**
Association of Minority Health Professions Schools (AMHPS), Inc.

www.minorityhealth.org
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AMHPS Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions
STUDENT APPLICATION
*Students must complete the online registration in order for you to attend the
2012 Annual Symposium.*
AMHPS 26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in

Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions
Hilton Long Beach& Executive Meeting Center– Long Beach, CA March 23-24, 2012
STUDENT APPLICATION FORM
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Last Name:  


 First Name:  
  Mailing Address:  





  City:  

 State:  

 Zip:  
  Phone Number: ( 
)  


 Phone Number 2: (_    )  
  Email:  





  Permanent Address:  





City:  
 State:  
 Zip:  

DEMOGRAPHICS:
Gender:
Male
Female

Ethnicity:
African American/Black

American Indian/Alaska Native
Hispanic American/Latino

Asian American/Pacific Islander
Multi-racial

Other 

EDUCATION BACKGROUND:
Name of School/Institution:  

Grade Point Average:  


Scale:
4.0
5.0
100%

	Have you taken the SAT?
	No
	Yes, if yes:
	SAT Score 


	Have you taken the ACT?
	No
	Yes, if yes:
	ACT Score 



	Level in school:
	High School:
	Sophomore
	Junior
	Senior
	

	
	College:
	Freshman
	Sophomore
	Junior
	Senior


What do you want to study/ what are you currently studying in college?

Specify major:  

Have you attended the AMHPS Symposium before?
No
Yes

If yes, which year(s)?
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006

Other (specify):  

Have you ever participated in the StarLab Summer Program?
No
Yes

If yes, which year(s)?
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006

Are you a member of a science enrichment program/HCOP?
No
Yes

Please specify:  

PLEASE WRITE A 200 WORD ESSAY DESCRIBING HOW ATTENDING THIS SYMPOSIUM WILL BE BENEFICIAL TO YOU IN YOUR FUTURE CAREER PATH IN THE BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS.
AMHPS 26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in
Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION This document must be returned to your counselor
NAME 



 Last
First
Middle Initial

HOME ADDRESS 

City: 
 State:  
Zip: 

TELEPHONE :( 
)  
FAX: ( 
) 

In case of an emergency please contact/notify the following: (List two people)
PRIMARY CONTACT:
NAME


RELATIONSHIP 

ADDRESS 

City: 
 State:  
Zip: 

TELEPHONE: ( 
) 
FAX: ( 
) 

SECONDARY CONTACT:
NAME


RELATIONSHIP 


ADDRESS 

City: 
 State:  
Zip: 

TELEPHONE: ( 
) 
FAX: ( 
) 

AMHPS 26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in
Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions
HEALTH INFORMATION FORM
This document must be returned to your counselor
Name:  


 Last
First
Middle Initial

Past Health History (list any and all pertinent information)

Present Health (are you on any medication)

Drug Sensitivities

Any Allergies

Date of last Tetanus Shot

Insurance Company & Address

Policy Holder
Policy Number

Other Health and Accident Coverage

If necessary, I agree (allow my child) to be treated by a licensed physician while attending the Biomedical

Symposium and to assume all costs related to such treatment.

Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card (front and back).
Signature of Student
Date
(Parental Signature for High School Applicant)
Date
TO THE STUDENT:  Two letters of recommendation are required to complete your application.  Please fill out the personal information and give one of these forms to each of the persons you are getting to write a letter of recommendation for you.

Full Name of Applicant:  

 Grade / Class:  

School Name:  
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TO THE EVALUATOR:  You have been identified by the above applicant to write a letter of recommendation for participation in the Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Science and Health Professions. Please complete items 1 through 4 and return to the applicant.  Thank you for your time and interest.

Name of Evaluator:
Title:

Address:  

City:  


State:  


Zip:  

Telephone #:  


Email:  

Signature of Evaluator:
Date:
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2.
How do you feel they will benefit from participation in this Symposium?

3.
What is your overall rating of this applicant?

 

Definitely recommend

 

Recommend

 

Recommend with reservation
 

Do not recommend (please explain in the space below)

 

Not able to judge

4.
We are interested in your opinion of this individual’s qualifications and capabilities to participate in this Symposium.  Some factors viewed as important for success at this Symposium are intellectual capacity, leadership ability and motivation.  Please use this space below or attach a separate letter.

TO THE STUDENT:  Two letters of recommendation are required to complete your application. Please fill out the personal information and give one of these forms to each of the persons you are getting to write a letter of recommendation for you.

Full Name of Applicant:  

 Grade / Class:  

School Name:  
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TO THE EVALUATOR:  You have been identified by the above applicant to write a letter of recommendation for participation in the Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Science and Health Professions. Please complete items 1 through 4 and return to the applicant.  Thank you for your time and interest.

Name of Evaluator:
Title:

Address:  

City:  


State:  


Zip:  

Telephone #:  


Email:  

Signature of Evaluator:
Date:
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2.   How do you feel they will benefit from participation in this Symposium?

3.   What is your overall rating of this applicant?

 

Definitely recommend

 

Recommend

 

Recommend with reservation
 

Do not recommend (please explain in the space below)

 

Not able to judge

4.   We are interested in your opinion of this individual’s qualifications and capabilities to participate in this Symposium.  Some factors viewed as important for success at this Symposium are intellectual capacity, leadership ability and motivation.  Please use this space below or attach a separate letter.

Association of Minority Health Professions Schools (AMHPS) Biomedical Symposium Regulations and Guidelines
Congratulations on having been selected to attend the 26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions! The following is an outline of symposium regulations and guidelines that will assist our staff and your counselors in maintaining an environment conducive to learning, enjoyment and safety.


Students are required to attend all planned symposium functions including general sessions, workshops,
  meal functions, sponsored receptions, etc. and refrain from walking, talking, dozing or reading during a presentation.

Students should be prepared with pen and paper for taking notes in each workshop and exhibit sessions.


All students must be on hotel property at all times, unless escorted by their chaperone. Never travel alone, travel in pairs at all times. Report any suspicious activities to your counselors, hotel security or symposium staff immediately!

Symposium curfew is 12:00 AM for all high school students.  All students must be in their assigned rooms for bed check by 11:45 PM.


Students are required to dress professionally (shirt, tie, dress pants, skirts are acceptable attire) at all symposium related events. The following attire is unacceptable during symposium sessions; jeans, t-shirts, hats, caps or sneakers. No shorts or “mini” skirts should be worn at any time. Students may dress casually for evening social functions.


Name badges must be worn at all times.  Symposium t-shirts can be worn for evening events only.


Students are required to attend all scheduled meal functions. If a scheduled meal is missed, you will be responsible for obtaining a meal at your own expense.  Students with special dietary needs, please have your counselors notify AMHPS staff prior to arriving on site for the symposium.

Excessive noise is not permitted in the hotel including elevators, hallways, stairwells etc.


Students should keep noise level at a minimum while in their rooms, quietly closing room doors upon entering and leaving; no running at any time through the hotel corridors.  PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE OF OTHER GUESTS IN THE HOTEL!

Access to incidentals including movies, telephone calls, room service, etc. will not be provided by AMHPS. Students may access long distance services by using a calling card via a 1-800 number. If any incidentals are inadvertently charged to the room, they will become the responsibility of the students assigned to that room. Cell phones are not permitted during any symposium functions.


Students are not allowed to rent cars or take public transportation.


Students must have valid photo identification (state ID, driver’s license or student ID).


The symposium staff reserves the right to dismiss a student for ANY inappropriate behavior. The returning of the
said student to their home will be at the parent’s/students expense.

Students participating in AMHPS events may be contacted in the future for evaluative purposes by AMHPS and/or

AMHPS member institutions.

Please sign below and submit to your counselor!  If you are under 18, you must have a parent or guardian sign this form also.  Thank you.
Student Signature  


Date  

Parent/Guardian Signature  


Date  




AMHPS’ 26th ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM ON CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS
March 23-24, 2012 * Long Beach, CA
AFFIDAVIT OF WAIVER
This document is due to your counselor
I,  
, am aware that I submitting an application to attend the

26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions, to be held from March 23-24, 2011, in Long Beach, CA.

I,  
, am aware, and agree that the Association of Minority Health Professions Schools, Inc., hereafter called AMHPS, its agents, officers, employees and assigns are not, nor will they be held personally or officially liable for any and all damages resulting from any and all incidents, accidents, injuries, or claims which may arise out of my (my child’s - if a minor) participation in the 26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Sciences.

I understand that I am participating in this program and its program activities totally at my (my child’s - if a minor) own risk.  AMHPS will not, in any circumstances, be held liable for any accidents, incidents, injuries or claims which may arise out of such program activities, including but not limited to field trips, outings, tours, gatherings, transportation, housing or any other activities.

I understand that my travel, hotel accommodations and (some) meals will be covered by AMHPS at the

Symposium.
WHEREOF, I waive any and all rights that may arise to hold liable by any cause of action of the Foundation, its agents, officers, employees, and assigns in their official or personal capacity.

Executed on this, the  
day of  
_, 20 

Signature of Student
Date
Signature of Parent/Guardian if a Minor
Date
The Association of Minority Health Professions Schools, Inc. (AMHPS)
26th Annual Symposium on Career Opportunities in Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions
March 23rd-24th, 2012
Hilton Long Beach& Executive Meeting Center, Long Beach, CA
GUIDELINES FOR CREATION OF SCIENTIFIC POSTER FOR PRESENTATION
AT POSTER COMPETITION

(ONLY FOR STUDENTS THAT HAVE HAD THEIR ABSTRACT ACCEPTED FOR THE POSTER COMPETITION)
POSTER SET-UP
Poster Presentations will convene on Saturday, March 24, 2012, 2pm-3:30pm.

1.
Students will be provided a 4’ x 8’ board to display their posters. Do not exceed this dimension.

2.
All posters will be displayed in the exhibit area. The presenting author is responsible for setting-up his/her poster (time will be announced). The presenting author is also responsible for dismantling their poster at the end of the Symposium. Time for dismantling posters will be announced.

3.
Students should only display their posters on the board corresponding to their presentation number.

4.
The boards supplied by AMHPS for posters are constructed of covered cork board; we recommend using push pins to secure posters.

5.
Students are responsible for bringing their own display supplies such as: push pins, tape, Velcro, etc.

6.
The presenting author must be available at the poster display during their designated poster presentation schedule. Details on presentation times will be provided at the Symposium. There will be no audio-visual equipment for poster presentations, as space does not permit.

POSTER GUIDELINES

Define all abbreviations the first time they appear in the poster.


Avoid formulas.


Single space all typing; no space between title and body or between paragraphs.


Indent each paragraph with a tab space.


All posters should be organized using the following format:

o
TITLE (upper-case letters)

 
maximum 60 characters

o
AUTHOR(S) (upper-lower case letters)

 
Presenting author must be listed first (upper-case letters)

 
For each author, include first and second initial and last name, and highest degree (one only). Separate author name from degree with comma; separate authors with semi-colon.

Example: FC Jones, MD; AF Hill, PhD; KG Witherspoon, BS
o
AFFILIATION(S)

 
List institution(s) where work was performed. Present affiliation information in a new line immediately following author line and include author initials following affiliation.

Example: FC Jones, MD; AF Hill, PhD; KG Witherspoon, BS

From the Morehouse School of Medicine (FCJ); New Way Out Ministries

(AFH, KGW)

o
ABSTRACT

 
A brief summary of the principal findings of the research conducted.

o
INTRODUCTION

 
A clear statement of the problem or project and why you are studying it.

o
METHODS

 
Brief summary of the research methods used.   Specific details about the procedures are omitted unless they are very important.

o
RESULTS


Brief summary of exactly what your results were.

o
CONCLUSIONS


Brief summary explaining what the data means and how the data addresses your hypothesis/questions.

o
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


Short paragraph where the researcher acknowledges the contributions of others in the research study.
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Graphs and Tables: As with the rest of your poster, strive for brevity, simplicity, and clarity. Here are some rules of thumb. Tables with more than 20 data cells will begin to overwhelm a typical viewer. Similarly, graphs with no more than three lines or six bars are preferable. Include captions and legends but keep them short and informative. Maintain a consistent labeling system for all graphs. When data of the same type are presented on separate graphs, it may be useful to use the same scale on all axes.

Type Size: Text must be legible. The title should be legible from at least 15 feet and text from 3-

6 feet. Minimum recommended type sizes are summarized below.
	Title
	90

	Heading
	60

	Subheading
	30

	Text
	18


Type Style: To maintain legibility avoid the use of ornate or script fonts. Blocky fonts like Swiss,

Helvetica and Arial or conservative serif types like Times Roman and Bookman read well. In the body of the text, follow normal convention when employing italics and capital letters.

Layout: Organize your poster from left to right and top to bottom. One good method is to divide your material into 3 to 5 logical sections. Layout each section as a vertical module on your poster, moving from left to right and leaving space between each module. Empty space is important and can be used to separate parts of your poster or establish relationships between modules or sections. Avoid clutter.

Background: Advances in computer technology have created a plethora of graphic possibilities. Just as you can choose a color photo of your favorite estuary as a backdrop for your computer's

desktop, so too can you print your entire poster on such a photo. Such backgrounds call attention to the background, not your science. Often your material will be very difficult to read and visually

3

obscured. However conventional it may be, choose a background that accentuates the material you want to present.

Colors: Do not use fluorescent or intense colors for anything. Colors can be used on graphs, but should consistently represent the same population or variable throughout. Subdued or neutral colors toned down with grey are best for backgrounds and large areas. Blues, browns, greens or grays are appropriate for framing. Background for text and graphs can be white, but off -white or beige is easier on the eyes.
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POSTER PRESENTATION GUIDELINES
1.
In the poster session, poster presenters remain close to their posters and

are available to answer questions and discuss their research.

2.   Each poster presenter will be given five (5) minutes to highlight the significance of the research to a panel of judges. Questions by the judges will follow.

3.   Other participants of the Symposium will be viewing the displays during judging.

4.   Your poster should cover the KEY POINTS of your research. The ideal poster is designed to (1) attract attention; (2) provide a brief overview of your work; and (3) initiate discussion and question.

POSTER JUDGING CRITERIA
Research Design
Poster



Clarity in stating the problem


Identification of important variables


Relevancy to biomedical or health sciences


Degree to which the data supported the conclusions


Originality of the research topic


Effective use of tables and/or figures in presenting data


Accuracy of spelling and grammar


Neatness and organization of the poster

Presentation

Organization of presentation


Handling of questions from judges

TIPS & RESOURCES
Successful scientific posters include:


Contained body of work


Single or related set of experiments


Straightforward data and results


Visual presentations
Unsuccessful scientific posters include:


Complex explanations


Compilation of loosely related material


Large amounts of loosely connected material
5

During the poster presentation

Be there

o
On time/for the duration specified

o
With sufficient set-up and take-down time

o
Stay alert & attentive

o
Show interest in the information you are presenting


Be prepared to answer questions


Don’t expect to talk to everyone


Take your cue on who to talk to and what to say from those viewing your poster

For more information on designing and presenting scientific posters view:

http://www.training.nih.gov/careers/careercenter/publish.html#talk
**If you have any further questions please contact your Counselor**
6
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